Foam fractionation of a dilute solution of bovine lactoferrin.
Lactoferrin (Lf), a protein found in human and bovine milk, tears, blood, and other secretory fluids, has been used to prevent infection from potential microbial pathogens by its ability to bind with iron (Fe3+). Currently, bovine lactoferrin can be purified from milk using ion exchange resin, which is a costly procedure making lactoferrin expensive. The purpose of this work was to investigate a low-cost foam fractionation process as the first step in separating lactoferrin from milk.